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Alabaster's Bruce Andrews plays the blues, but he paints a kaleidoscope

By Veronica Kennedy -- The Birmingham News 

April 30, 2010, 6:00AM
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Alabaster artist Bruce Andrews works on a mural depicting Oak Mountain State Park's Peavine Falls inside the Oak Mountain Interpretive Center Friday, April 9, 2010.
 (Jeff Roberts/The Birmingham News) 

Give Bruce Andrews a paintbrush or a harmonica and he'll create art. 

Andrews' current project is a mural depicting Peavine Falls in the museum wing of the Oak Mountain Interpretive Center. When finished, it will join dozens of painted surfaces throughout Jefferson and Shelby counties with Andrews' signature in the bottom right corner. 

Not all those surfaces are murals. Some are traditional, hang-on-the-wall paintings. Some are decorative ceilings in fine homes throughout the metro area. Some are finishes worthy of any program on HGTV. 

Bruce Andrews continued…
"I was an art major at UAB," Andrews says. "But I didn't finish." 

The Alabaster resident attended college in the '70s when Vietnam and Kent State and the Jonestown Massacre provided major distractions for young adults. 

No matter. Andrews is one happy guy -- even if he does sing the blues. 

Andrews plays harmonica and sings lead for 2BLU & The Lucky Stiffs, which is two groups in one. When Andrews and partner George Dudley play as a duo, the two are simply 2BLU. When a band is needed for a performance, Jack Dudley, Dave Gowens and James Dudley join in as The Lucky Stiffs. 

Currently 2BLU & The Lucky Stiffs have a single at the No. 9 spot on the national Bluespower radio show. The song, "Goin' Fishin'," has been on the top 30 chart three months running. Sure that's great, but the band is not on a major label. In fact, over the last decade, Birmingham's Magic City Blues Society has voted the group "Best Unsigned Blues Band" five times. 

"I do not know why we are not signed to a label," Andrews says. "We do sell our music independently, but I would be interested in signing if I thought a label could help us. 

"We are open to it. I am kind of glad we have not signed yet, as I feel we are just now putting out the best songs I feel I have written with this band. 

"So, maybe the future is bright, eh?" 

He and the group have performed at a few big-time blues venues such as New Daisy Theatre, Handy Music Hall, Hard Rock Cafe and the Rum Boogie, all on Beale Street in Memphis. 

"I have played all those venues when they were standing room only -- it was electric," Andrews says. "Locally I would count playing Gip's Juke Joint for Mr. Gip himself was an honor." 

Andrews is a bit more critical of his art. 

"Nearly everything I have painted or drawn seems unfinished in a way to me," Andrews says. "I usually find an acceptable stopping point and call the piece finished, but it's never quite what I want it to be. 

"On the one hand, I am frequently frustrated; on the other hand, I am always learning and never satisfied. Having said that, the act of creating art is a must for me." 

Don't ask Andrews to choose between music and art. 

"That is an impossible choice," he says. 
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