
And the winner is……

Battle of Blues Bands 2009 is now in the books. I am just arriving home from a great day of Blues, and, even though I am tired, I am pumped up after seeing so many wonderful Blues acts. The crowd of close to three hundred was also pumped as they left the Rogue Tavern, the event venue. I received nothing butt warm comments from everybody regarding the high level of musicianship and music production throughout the day. Here is the scoop.


We had 10 acts compete; three were vying for the title of Best Solo/Duo Artist and seven groups were competing to see who is the Best Blues Band in Alabama. The artists drew numbers an hour before the contest to establish playing order. Every group played 20 minutes sets, with 10 minute changeovers. The competition lasted over five hours with the solo/duo acts going first.

 Reno Roberts from Fort Payne won the solo/duo competition. These guys have competed in BoBB before as the band Electric Voodoo. They stripped down their heavy electric sound for acoustic guitars this year and it paid off. Local guitar and harp duo Soul Collision came in second place -- which is where they finished last year. They are fresh off their first CD release a few months back. The father and son act Sellers and Son Musical Junkyard from Montgomery came in third place. They had a unique style with just keyboards and drums. All of these acts were very different, butt very entertaining.
The band portion of the contest was next. After all was said and done, 2BLU and the Lucky Stiffs won first place. They had a very unique set up, with a suitcase for drums and a homemade lap steel guitar which added flavor to their set. These guys won the first BoBB contest we ever had under the name Lucky Stiffs. Bruce Andrews and George Dudley have also won the solo/duo contest under the name 2BLU. 
The Erin Mitchell Band placed second -- which is where they placed last year. Erin had many new band members backing her up and you can tell that they are seasoned professionals. She just released her first CD a few months ago; it was reviewed in last month’s edition of Blues News. Stormin’ Ken O’Gorman & the Rain finished in third place led by Ken’s awesome sax playing and strong vocals by Lisa Stewart. The rest of the band was tight as well. Other bands competing were Altamont; Fat Mouth Blues Band; George & the G-Men and Ma Blackwell. While these bands did not place in the top three, they are very talented musicians and put on a great performance.

We want to thank Rogue Tavern for hosting the event. The food and drink were excellent and the servers worked their butts off for us. I also want to thank our panel of esteemed judges: Alabama Jazz & Blues Federation Vice-President, Coleman Woodson; local musician and artist, Elnora Spencer; last year’s solo/duo champion and artist/actor, Michael Carpenter; music journalist and promoter, Gerry Henry; and radio DJ, Gil Anthony, from Mobile (who just celebrated his 40th anniversary of working in radio). 

Things ran smoothly for this highly produced event with the help of some great volunteers. I want to thank Mitchell Harrison, Andy Torbert and Charlie Starr for helping run the stage and keep us on track. That is not an easy task when you have ten acts to deal with -- and all their equipment.

Reno Roberts will be our solo/duo representative for the state of Alabama in the International Blues Challenge in Memphis in January 2010. 2BLU and the Lucky Stiffs will be our sponsored band. We wish them the best of luck and we hope you will consider attending this yearly event on Beale Street. As my eyes get heavy and I start to fade, I will look back with the thought that it was a great day for the Blues in the ‘Ham.
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